Within the conference, there was also a day-long special track on DSM-V. In the second part of the special section, there are 7 papers covering many of the topics covered in the meeting. The next revision of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual by the American Psychiatric Association (APA) is underway and it is important that ISTSS makes an effective contribution to this task. We were able to hear from Katherine Phillips, chair of the Anxiety, Obsessive-Compulsive Spectrum, Posttraumatic, and Dissociative Disorders Work Group, and member of the DSM-V Task Force, about the process that has already been initiated and from Matt Friedman about some of the important questions the group had to consider. This is not just an academic exercise.
The decisions made by the APA may have an important influence on the way this whole field develops over the next 20 years. Invited lecturers were then asked to summarise current evidence relevant to this debate. Diversity of presentation was encouraged.
There is no single party line to follow; we believe that the emphasis has to be on the application of best available knowledge. In some cases, there were very strong scientific data and in others, an argument for further research to follow through on preliminary findings and clinical experience.
This part of the special section opens with a provocative paper by Brewin, Lanius, Working with trauma survivors inevitably involves a multi-level approach. These papers from the ISTSS annual meeting of 2008 confirm the complexity of the subject.
The specific issue of classification in DSM-V and ICD-11 is seen as such an important topic that it is now the conference theme of the 2009 annual meeting of ISTSS (www.istss.org) to be held in Atlanta, Georgia between November 5 th and 7 th , 2009. It is our hope that the papers in this special section, as well as the presentations at the forthcoming meeting, will stimulate further dialogue, debate, and empirical research to inform the development of this field.
